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Cambodia: UN expert alarmed by reports of mass trial of activists

GENEVA (25 November 2020) — The UN human rights expert on Cambodia today
expressed serious concerns about an imminent mass trial of individuals associated with
the disbanded Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP).

Rhona Smith, the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in

Cambodia, said credible information pointed to trials commencing on 26 November of at
least 113 individuals summoned by the Phnom Penh Municipal Court. Several others
have been summoned for a trial in December.

Most face charges of conspiracy and incitement to create serious chaos to
social security, crimes punishable by up to 10 years in jail.

“The mass trials of CNRP activists appear to be politically motivated, lacking clear legal grounds
and constitute a serious violation of the due process rights, firmly established by international
human rights law,” said Smith, adding that such judicial proceedings appeared to be part of a
strategy to intimidate and discredit opponents of the government.

“This is not an isolated episode. Civic and democratic space in Cambodia has continued
to shrink and there remains little evidence of political rapprochement and reconciliation.”

In recent months, authorities have resorted to suppressive measures against those
affiliated with CNRP. Since June 2019, over 150 people associated with CNRP have
been arrested and detained, with the majority facing charges of plotting and incitement,
the UN expert said.

“‘Every person must have the right to adequate time and facilities to prepare his or her
case.” Smith said.

“As some of the individuals summoned are currently residing outside Cambodia, there
are reasonable grounds to believe that the defendants do not have access to relevant
materials, including exculpatory material to prepare their defence,” she added.

“I call on the authorities to open up civic space, protect and promote fundamental
freedoms, including the rights to assembly and of expression, and to ensure the right
to a fair trial for all, as guaranteed by international human rights norms and standards
and Cambodian laws,” Smith said.
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Ms. Rhona Smith (United Kingdom) was appointed as Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in Cambodia by the UN Human Rights Council in March 2015.

Special Rapporteurs, they are part of what is known as the Special Procedures of the Human
Rights Council. Special Procedures, the largest body of independent experts in the UN Human
Rights system, is the general name of the Council’s independent fact-finding and monitoring
mechanisms. Special Procedures mandate-holders are independent human rights experts
appointed by the Human Rights Council to address either specific country situations or thematic
issues in all parts of the world. They are not UN staff and are independent from any government
or organization. They serve in their individual capacity and do not receive a salary for their work.

Check the Special Rapporteur’s reports on Cambodia and the Special Rapporteur’s Facebook
page: https://www.facebook.com/SpecialRapporteurCambodia/?modal=admin_todo_tour
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For media inquiries related to other UN independent experts please contact Jeremy Laurence,
UN Human Rights — Media Unit (+41 22 917 9383 / jlaurence@ohchr.orq)

Follow news related to the UN's independent human rights experts on
Twitter: @UN_SPExperts.
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