
Housing  

 As people are being called upon to stay at home, it is vital that Governments take urgent 

measures to help people without adequate housing, as staying at home and practising 

physical distancing is extremely hard for people living in overcrowded conditions, 

homeless people, and those lacking access to water and sanitation. Good practices for 

protecting people living in inadequate housing and the homeless include providing 

emergency accessible housing (including using vacant and abandoned housing units, 

available short-term rentals) with services for those who are affected by the virus and 

must isolate.  

 Authorities should take targeted steps to prevent additional people from becoming 

homeless – for example as people face eviction when loss of income makes it impossible 

to pay mortgages and rents. Good practices such as moratoriums on evictions, and 

deferrals of mortgage payments should be broadly replicated.  

 When and where containment measures are enforced, no one should be punished because 

they are homeless or live in inadequate housing. 

 


