UN Secretary-General’s report on human rights in Cambodia to
be presented at the Human Rights Council on 5 October 2020
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Enhancing participation and protecting civic space
The report outlines the heightened political crackdown in

rights and civil society organizations were subjected to

the country, with at least 140 persons associated with

interference, intimidation, or harassment by authorities.

the former Cambodia National Rescue Party arrested.

He calls upon the Government to strengthen civic and
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a larger pattern of the misapplication of laws to target
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rights to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly,
including the arrest of individuals for COVID-19 related
public comments and social media posts. In this regard,
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Administration of justice
The report refers to the adoption of the Law on the

adopting a national policy on legal aid and creating a

Management of the Nation in State of Emergency, which

centralized legal aid system.

came into effect in April 2020. The Secretary-General
states that the law allows for the restriction of freedoms
of movements and assembly, right to obtain information,
and the right to privacy and expresses concerns regarding
its expedited passage, vague provisions relating to
derogation, and insufficient review and oversight.

On prison conditions, the report raises concern on the
prison population in Cambodia, which continues to
increase. The use of alternatives to prison, including
granting of bail, release under supervision, and imposition
of suspended sentences remains limited. The SecretaryGeneral encourages the Government to introduce non-
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Economic and social rights
The Secretary-General notes challenges in the area of

and availability of essential equipment. COVID-19 testing

land and housing rights, specifically in relation to forced
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evictions, lack of proper standards on resettlement, and

which rural, vulnerable and marginalized populations
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have had access to remain unclear. The Secretary-

process. The report highlights that the allocation, sale, and

General calls upon the Government to ensure access

use of land continues to operate on a patronage system

to information about prevention, as well as testing and

that sustains structural inequality, disproportionately

treatment, for all during the COVID-19 pandemic, and to

affecting persons living in poverty and in situations of

ensure that a robust rights-based approach is integrated

marginalization. In this area, the Secretary-General

into all national disaster and health emergency protocols.

encourages the Government to simplify the communal land

He also calls on the Government to introduce special

titling process for indigenous peoples. On evictions and

measures to protect groups and individuals in situations

relocations, the Secretary-General urges the Government

of particular vulnerability to the COVID-19 pandemic,

to adopt national guidelines on evictions and relocations

including indigenous peoples and minorities, poor

that are aligned with the basic principles and guidelines

and rural communities, floating communities, returning

on development-based eviction and displacement.

migrants, persons deprived of their liberty, persons in

While acknowledging the positive actions taken by the
Government to address the COVID-19 pandemic, the

quarantine, pregnant women, persons with disabilities,
older persons, and persons with underlying illnesses.

Secretary-General notes a lack of available information on

The full report is available at:
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