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Special Representative of the Secretary-General

for Human Rights in Cambodia p \
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CONCHR

Special Representative, Peter Leuprecht, calls for the cancellation of the
land concession to Wuzhishan L.S. Group in the province of Mondulkiri
5 July 2005

The Special Representative asks the Government of Cambodia to cancel the agreement of 9
August 2004 to provide an initial 10,000 hectares of state land to Wuzhishan L.S. Group for a
pine tree plantation in Mondulkiri province, with a promise of a further 189,999 hectares.'
The Government and the company have disregarded the wellbeing, culture and livelihoods of
the Phnong indigenous people who make up more than half the population of the province,
and many breaches of the law and of human rights have been committed.

As with other economic land concessions, no environmental or social impact assessments
were carried out, and local populations and authorities were neither informed nor consulted.
No precise maps of the concession or the sites where the company is operating are available.
The present size of the concession is not known but is widely believed to have exceeded the
10,000 hectare ceiling provided for in the 2001 Land Law.

The concession encompasses hilly grasslands and dense forest in the valleys and along the
waterways of southern Mondulkiri. In September 2004, the company started spraying the
hills with large amounts of the herbicide glyphosate, later burning sprayed areas. The hills
are used by the Phnong to graze their cattle. Their ancestral burial areas and spirit forests
have also been desecrated in the process of clearing and planting, and the company has taken
their farm lands and rice fields. The concerns of the affected Phnong communities have not
been listened to and they are increasingly upset. They are asking for their land back and for
the company to leave. The Government has now begun to respond, but with partial measures
which risk adding to the confusion.

The concession to Wuzhishan L.S. Group should not have been approved. The Land Law
establishes the right of indigenous people to collective title. Key regulations to implement the
Land Law have not been adopted, including on state land management, economic land
concessions, collective land titling, as well as legislation for determining the criteria for
indigenous status.

The Special Representative also requests that no more concessions of state land be approved
in Mondulkiri or elsewhere in Cambodia until the necessary regulations have been adopted
and are in effect. He also reiterates the recommendations he made in his November 2004
report on economic land concessions from a human rights perspective.

! See report issued June 30 2005, on Wuzhishan L.S. Group and its pine tree plantation in Mondulkiri. The
report is an annex to the Special Representative’s November 2004 report on land concessions for economic
purposes from a human rights perspective.
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Kingdom of Cambodia
Nation Religion King

Ministry of Commerce
Number 721 Po.Nor. No.Tor.Kor.
Phnom Penh, 24 May 2004

Minister of Commerce would like to certify that:

A private commercial company is registered in the commercial list and recognized as a fully legal person from the
signing date of the registration on the following conditions:

1. Company name : WUZHISHAN L.S GROUP Co., Ltd
Commercial registration code : Co. 1967/04E dated 19 May 2004
Form : A company with limited responsibility
2. Company directors : MR. LIU WEI, director of board
: MR. LAU MENG KHIN, director
: MR SY KONG TRIV, director
3. Company capital : 20,000,000 Riel.
4. Company’s address : House number 17 Street 55, Sangkat Chatomuk Khan Daun Penh, Phnom
Penh.
5. Business objective : Investment on agriculture: tree plantation, animal rearing.

: Investment on industrial sector: factories and processing.
: pumping river soil
Transportation: by water, overland, planes — cargo transport service and
cargo distribution
: Bridges and asphalt road construction, building reparation.
: Tourism: hotel and restaurant and entertainment center
: Trade: buy sell and trade cargoes; import and export of all kinds of
cargoes.
:Import of medicament and all kinds medical equipments
: Rent cargoes warehouse, repair all kinds of materials
: Money exchange, produce, buy and sell of jewelry
: hospital
: school opening
: Business brokering, trade agency-commercial representative
: Consultation service on financial and commercial sector
: Advertisement service
: Publication
: cinema and CD video production
6. Duration : 99 years.

To operate each of the objectives, the company shall ask permission in advance from the relevant ministries or
istitutions that are in charge, and ask for permission from the local authorities to open office
The person responsible for the company shall implement following the law.

For Minister

Stamped and signed
Under-secretary of State
Kim Sithorn

Cec: The Council for the Development of Cambodia
Ministry of Social Affairs, Vocational Training and Youth Rehabilitation
Ministry of Economy and Finance
Ministry of Health
Ministry of Tourism
Ministry of Information
National Bank of Cambodia
Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports
Ministry of Culture and Fine Arts
Ministry of Public Work and Transport
Ministry of Land Management, Urbanization and Construction
Secretariat of the Civil Aviation
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fishery
Ministry of Industry, Mines and Energy
Phnom Penh Municipality
Phnom Penh Municipal Commercial office
File
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